


TO the Hon. H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the SCincuit Court 
for Lee County, Virginia. 

Humbly complaining, your orator,» Wm LesAllen, and four 
Oratrix, Almira Allen, his wife, would respectfully represent 
and Show unto the court that on the 25th day of March, 1905, 
your orator was the owner in fee of a certain tract or parcel 
of land lying and being in said county aout two miles east 
of Jonesville, and, containing fifty acres more or less, it 
being the same tract or parcel of land on which your said orator 

nd oOratrix then resided, and being so seized and vossessed 

of the said tract or parcel of land, and your orator and oratcix 
being advanced in years, on the date aforesaid conveyed by deed 
to their greand-son, Wm. A. Robbins,the said tract or -arcel 
of and together with the appurtenences thereunto belonging, 


for the consideration and upon the conditions that the said 


Wm. A. hobbins should decently support and maintain your ogator 


and aratrix, his wife, or the survivor of them, during their 
natural lives on the premises and at the place where they 

then resided, and in such manner as would be suitable to 

their age and condition in life, giving to each a decent 

and comfortabie support and maintainance on seid land, and the 
said deed further provided that the said wm. A. kobbins should 
reside with and take care of and provide for them in the manner 
above specified during their natural lives; and with th: 
further provision and upon the conditions that should the seid 
im. Aerobbins fail to providedfor and suppo rt and maintain 
them in the manner. above specified then, and in that event 

the said tract or parcel of land should revert to end become 


dseds 
the property of the said grantor as though the: seidjhed never 


© 
been made. The intention of the parties being as set forth 
in said deed to make the support and maintainance of the 


said grantors not only a charge upon the ssid land, but 





in case of a failure upon the part of the erantee to so 
support and maintain them, then the title of the said land 
should become forfeited and reinvested in the grantors. A 
copy of seid deed ts herewith filed as part hereof mukkdd 
Exhibit A, and from an inspection of the sada’ copy the 
descrivtion of the said traceyt or varce f land will be fully 
which 
Seen together with the considerations and con@itions upon the 
said conveyance was made. 
Your orator will further represent and show unto 
honor that soon after the making of the said deed the 
Win. Awobb ine moved into the dwelling house on said land 
unen 
in which they, reside, and has ever since resided in said 


house with your orator and Oratrix, but the s&id Wm. A. hobbings 


has failed and refused and still doth fail and refuse to com 


ply with the conditions and stipulations of the ssid deed 
and contract upon his part, although your orator ana oratrix 
have fully complied with thexr requirements of the said éeed 
upon their part. The said Wm. A. Fobbins has not only 
used, enjoyed and accupied the said dwelling house and other 
appurtenances and improvements on gaid land, and used, cultiva- 
ted and enjoyed the pmmamedts the said tract of lena receiving 
the proceeds thereof, but he has failed and refused to furnish 
to your orator and oratrix the Support and maintainance that he 
undertook to furnish under seid deed, eat failed and refused 
Which he shovld heve paid, 

to pay the taxes on said land, whichheve been paid by your 
Oretor, and your orator has been forced to cloth and otherwise 
Support and maintain himself and his said wife out of other 
means that he possessed. 

The object of this bill is, to set aside vacate 


to have seid lend 
and annull the said deed, and the title to the Same declared 





forfeited by the said Robins, and the same reinvested 
in your orator and oratrix according to their interests 
aS husoand and wife, and the clowd upon the title o¢ the 
Said land caused by the seid deed. removed, and your orator 
and Oratrix quieted in the possession thereof. And that an 
account of the rents and vrofits be taken and that said 
Robbinsbe held to account to your orator and oratrix 
for the reasonable rents De ptuee of the said land for : the 
time that he had used and enjoyed the same. 
fc this end your orator and oratrix makes the said Wm. 

A. Robbins the: party defendant to this bill and asks that 

required to Shab the same, but not under oath, enswer 


oath being waived, and that upon a hearing the relief 


sought be granted your compleinants together with all 


such other further and general relief as to equity may seem 
and oratrix | 
just and right. And your orator will ever pray &c. 
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To the Honorable H.A.W.Skeen, Judge 6% the Cinmcuit Court of 


Lee County, 


The answer of William A. Robbins to a bill in Chancery exhibited 


against him in your Honor’s. Court by tm. L. Allen and Mima AL ven. 

Respondent reserving to himself the benefit of all just excep- 
tions to said bill, for answer thereto, answering says: 

Maat it is true that on and prior to the 25th day of March, 
1905, the said Wm.L.allen was she owner in fee simple of a tract 
of land containing about 50 acres, upon which he resided, which 
tract of land is situate about two miles east of TOnee LL Ee Lee 
Cowmeriy.. Wie nda, ior ai ds further true that the said complainants 
did on the said °5th day of March 1905, execute a deed conveying 
eaid tract of land to.your respondent, on conditron, and .1ln» consider — 
ation that he would support and maintain the»said Wn. lL. .andyAlmira 
Allen, or the survivor of them during their natural lite; aC, deve 
is furbner true that after said complaiants made said conveyance of 
said tract of land to your respondent, he took possession of the 
same and began to use and cultivate the same as he had a right to 
do under the sald deed, and he did move into the dwelling nouse 
on the land in which said complaiants lived, as is) provided. an Batd 
deed that he should do, and has resided there ever since. 

Respondent denies that he nas Failed or refused to comply with 
the conditions and stipulations of said deed upon his part, denies 
that he has failed or refused to furnish to complaiants the support 
and maintenance that he undertook to furnish under said deed, but 
on the contrary respondent says that he nes’ ab ahl times “wlily coms 
plied with the provisions , and. stipulations of said deed according to 
to the letter and the true intent and meaning thereor. 

Respondent will now show your Honor that at the time or the 
execution of said deed he was a young Man only twenty-one years of 
age, that some two years prior to this the said Wm.L.Allen, who is 
hAs erand-Tfather asked him to come down to this place to which he 


was then moving from the Crab Orchard, and live with him and take Coir 





of him and his said wife during thetr declining years, and arfered 
your respondent i? he would come to convey nim this cuenta "Or mes ol 
and the personal property on the same, and fix it so that respondent 


could alwa$¥ys hold the same Reppondent at that time had been work- 


ing at Stonega, Va.,) where he received £1.80 sper. days and was, ot 


Fered %1.85 dor day wages to returm there to work, and he intended 
accepting this place, but the said Complainant, the said Vim. li ALLen 
kept begging him to some and live witn hin, claiming that he was 
OALG.s in?@rm and unable to cultivate his farm or look after work on 
same, and that he needed a young man to look after thangs 
bake care of him and his said wife, and Pinally your respond- 
agreed to give up his work where he was receiving large wages 
and accept the proposition of his grand parents, more on account of 
tbhhe love and regard he had for them, than on account of any money 
or property consideration which they had to offer. arter he had 
been with them some two years on the said 50 acre tract of Land, 
except about one month and a halt 
during all off which Dime,he had: worked for his said grand parents, 
the said complainants, on said farm, cultivating the same and tax1lag 


pany ) 


care of his said grand parents, all of which work, care and attention 
he did for them without ever receiving any compensation other than 
the promise that they would Pix Mey t that he should have all 
this tract of land and all their personal property, the said complain- 
ant, pursuant to said promise, as your respondent supposes, made, 
acknowledged and delivered the said deed conveying the said tract 
of land to him. Your respondent after the execution of said deed 
continued to live in the house with the said Complainants, and 
about one year after the making of said deed, respondent Mae hS.O! 
and he and nis wife have since lived in the dwelling with said com- 
plainants, 

Respondent will now show your. Honor that, (Since the making) cx 
said deed to him, he has resided with said Complainants as provided 
in said deed, that he has furnished to the said Wm.L. and almira 


Allen at their said place of residence a good and comfortable sup- 
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teutillh, o they age aud bonditio cc fh 


port and maintenance, having i SOrnished to them just such support 
as your respondent and his wife had for themselves, all of them 
living in the same house together, and eating at the same table, 
and sharing everything alike. ‘the farm as will be seen is a very 
smal l].one, oineettend "as "oats [yng tn what is known as the bvrush 
country, and at the very best your respondent could do, he was not 
able to make more than what was absolutely necessary for the sup- 
port of your respondent and the said Complainants. Since said deed 
was made respondent has given his whole time and attention to the 
proper and careful farming of said tract of land, endeavoring to 
improve the same and at the same time to make a Liming: fon unease oi 


and the said complainants. He has spent considerable money which he 


had of his own in making repairs on the house on said place, in repair- 


From 12° "LO vio dere ios 
S, aad DU Tee new Fences, in clearing rand, ard. Le gen 


‘tOVSOW On tne same, Dy reason of whicn ‘work, ao axed’ 


the said tract of land has been greatly enahnced in value, 
ae ‘4 
and,in far better condition bo produce crops, and make a support 
< . Nitfeg ns We | ‘3 ' ; 7 e. 
LO OU” G and the said Complainants, and in this connecs 
tion your resvondent will state that the said cpmplainants knew at 


the time that he, @id not have means to support them outside of the 


phoceeds of said farm, and it was the intention and expectation 


thab your respondent was to cultivate and use said farm and support 
fHhem out of .the proceeds of the same. 

Respondent says that ne has at all times been ready and willing 
bo comply with the said deed on his part, Bhat ne wna hua dete. 
the said complainants with a good and comfortable place to live on 
said land, shat he has supplied them with abundant and proper food 
toveab, .anaesucn, ¢ loghiine as recuired Om requested him to get. 
Your respondent will say that the said W.L.Allen nad considerable 
money of his own, which he used according to his own wish and de= 
sire, and during the time respondent has been with him, the said 
Allen hagpurcnased Por himself out of his own means a few small arti- 


+ 


cles of waring apparel, all of which would amount in value to less 





than $10.00, and which your respondent would bina a Maire provided 


for him had he Known that said Allen either needed or desired the 
same. Your respondent has had a talk with the said Almira Allen, 
his said grand-motner, since the in&BL1ltution of this suit, and she 
informed him that the said W.L.Aallen had had the suit instituted 
without her knowledge and consent and that she was pervectly satis- 
fied with the manner in which your respondent had complied with the 
PLrOVASitONS: OF sara decd. 
Your respondent would further show your honor that he has gone 
even further than the requirements of said deed by allowing the 
said Allen to keep on the place a horse, which respondent fed, 
and which said Allen has been hiring out for his own benefit, and has 
also keeptitme and Tedstxas for es a Allen, pxgrkke from two to four head 
of catble, three of which ‘said Allen has sold for his\.own benefit, 
Respondent here again reiterating and avering that he has at 
all times been ready, able and willing to comply upon his part 
with all the terms and conditions required to perfomred by him by 
said deed both in letter and in spirit, and here asserting and de- 
claring that he has at ail times, complied with the same, and that 
he is willing to go on and fully comply with the terms and obligations 
of said deed; yet he is compelled to say that the bargain is one 
much more favorable to the complainants than to himself, and if 
complainants insist upon a restision of said deed, he is ativised 
they must do equity and compensate him for the vast amount of labor 
and money which he has expended for them and on said tract or land 
by the way of permanent improvements, repairs &c. And respondent 
avers that he has devoted more than five years of his life to 
the care,support and maintainance of his grand parents and in 
work done for them at their special instance and request and upon 
the direct undertaking upon their part, and as a compensation there- 
for, they would give and convey to him said tract of land and all 


oe 
the personal property thereon, and he avers that said work and 





labor so done and perfomred by him is and has been worth, at the 


least $2150.00 per year, and that he has spent on said land of his 


own money otherwise earned, at the least, from $150.00 to $250.00; 


and in the event said conveyance is rescinded , he prays that these 
sums be allowed to him, and declared to be a lien upon said lands, 
and that if necessary said land be sold to satisry the same. 

And now having fully answered, reppondent prays to be heance 


avsma'ssed urath nis costs. 























The Conumomocalth of Divginta, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon-. bil beau: lb 604 _L. Ln lbs LA; 


to appear at,the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 


eee in. Ce f--------- es to answer a bill in onan ek exhibited against. 
ere ae 


And have nes there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, ho i 
day of 2 Yb ety a 


A Copy, Teste: LL. PAEEKE y mes elerk 
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